
Summary of Diatonic Chords 
(in C major)
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Second inversion chordsFirst inversion chordsDiatonic Harmony in the Key of C major
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‘Standard’ Progressions using Circle of Fifths
(Major Keys)
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Pre-Dominant 
Function Group

Dominant 
Function Group

Circle of Fifths progression 
is very common

*only use diminished chords 
in first inversion

*

hardly ever  
used in  

Baroque  
or Classical  

music

don’t go 
to iii



‘Standard’ Progressions using Circle of Fifths
(Minor Keys)
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Pre-Dominant 
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Dominant 
Function Group

VII

Relative Major

V in
relative 
major

Circle of Fifths progression 
is very common

*only use diminished 
chords in first inversion

*

*




